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Numberless, indeed, are the devices of the lazy rogues to get a comfortable livelihood without hard labour. The indiscriminate giving of alms is an outgrowth of the religious system which enjoins giving for the mere asking, and that to one and all whether orthodox or heterodox. This is carried to such an extreme that it is meritorious to feed animals of various kinds and even to cast a handful of broken grain to the ants.
"Gifts must be made by each housekeeper, as far as he has ability, to religious mendicants, though heterodox; and a just portion must be reserved, without inconvenience to his family, for all sentient beings, animal and vegetable." (Manu, iv. 32.)
Connected with the subject of mendicity is that of satrams or choultries and of sheds erected in the hot season for the giving of water or butter-milk to the poor and thirsty wayfarer. There is no town and scarcely any large village, which has not some kind of satram, erected by charity. This is sometimes done by an individual, and sometimes by a group of persons, or perhaps by a whole village, in order to accommodate travellers. In a country where there are no inns or hotels, these form excellent substitutes; and, considering the habits of the natives, they are more suitable than anything European could be. So useful indeed are these places, that Government and public bodies like Municipalities sometimes either build them them-" selves, or assist by grants in the building of them. These satrams are of two kinds, those which are merely for lodging, leaving the visitors to provide for themselves ; and those which, in addition to lodging, provide food gratis to the needy traveller. It is this which brings the satrams within the subject of mendicity.
Many of these institutions have endowments of lands attached to them, which often yield a large income. A large choultry may have different divisions for different castes, whilst others may be only for one particular caste. It is only poor travellers who receive their food